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PRESS RELEASE

BLENHEIM ESTATE LAND APPOINTS ALL-
FEMALE VELOCITY TEAM TO HELP SHAPE
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

06/2020

VeloCity, an award-winning, all-female multidisciplinary team of architects, planners,
urbanists and engineers, who are pioneering fresh thinking in how we sustain our rural
villages, has been appointed by Blenheim Estate Land in Oxfordshire to develop a vision for
the estate and its neighbouring villages, as part of the estate’s new land strategy.

The team is working closely with the Oxfordshire estate to re-imagine a greener future based
around people, places, sustainable transport and new technology.

The VeloCity vision was borne out of a winning proposal for the National Infrastructure
Commission’s Cambridge to Oxford Connection ideas competition in 2017, and subsequently
won the inaugural William Sutton Prize 2018 for Excellence in Social Housing Design and
Placemaking, which has funded extensive research and consultation over the last two years.

The VeloCity approach focuses on reinvigorating the rural landscape, aiming to address
some of the most critical issues facing the countryside today, including: loss of biodiversity,
social and health inequality, lack of connectivity and declining community facilities such as
schools, shops and pubs.

The emerging vision for Blenheim Estate Land is a place-based vision which proposes
incremental change over three decades.

It is being developed at a time when the world is rethinking how we future-plan the places
where we live and work, in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. It seeks to fulfil the aspirations
and objectives set out in the Oxfordshire 2050 Plan, a partnership between four districts and
Oxford City to create a framework for future decision-making on big issues like development,
infrastructure and placemaking. West Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County
Council have both signed up to the climate emergency declaration, pledging to achieve zero
carbon by 2050. Working towards these targets, Blenheim Estate Land is aiming to set a
precedent as the UK’s first estate to demonstrate carbon-negative land management.

Blenheim Estate Land is responsible for the renowned stately home Blenheim Palace (home
of the Duke of Marlborough and birthplace of Winston Churchill), 2,000 acres of parkland (a
World Heritage site), as well as a working farm and lands extending to eight villages on the
fringes of the palace. As steward of the land, Blenheim Estate Land has been intrinsically
linked to the communities around it, providing farmland, woodlands and homes, and taking
responsibility for the social, environmental and economic impact on its communities.
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VeloCity’s emerging vision forms a key element of Blenheim Estate Land’s new strategy,
which launched in November 2019, offering a revolutionary approach to managing the
estate’s 12,000 acres of land and valuing its natural capital.

The emerging vision has the potential to secure significant environmental benefits — reducing
car dependency, congestion and pollution — but also significant social, economic and health
benefits, by encouraging walking and cycling, strengthening village life and supporting local
businesses.

Central to the vision is the VeloCity concept of compact, cohesive and integrated village
cluster for the wider Blenheim Estate. The estate provides an ideal case study location to
apply the five key principles which underpin the VeloCity proposition:

- people over cars: creating new movement networks

- compact, not sprawl: keeping the special character of our villages

- connected, not isolated: linking villages with shared resources, to benefit everyone
- opportunity over decline: unlocking land for new places to live and work

- resilient, not fragile: promoting sustainable environments, health and wellbeing

The proposals focus on the concept of a thriving village cluster, connecting the eight
villages touched by the estate land — Bladon, Cassington, Church Hanborough, Combe, Long
Hanborough, Wootton, Stonesfield and Woodstock — to build a more sustainable and carbon-
negative future.

The village cluster would include places to meet or work and reduce the need to travel for
work and services. Any new homes envisioned by Blenheim Estate Land will be low carbon,
where possible using local materials sourced through local supply chains, building on
traditional village character and forms.

The strategy will also include an integrated network of bridleways and cycle routes to
connect existing and new villages, transport interchanges, places of work, schools and
other services and destinations, combined with transport sharing options and local delivery
initiatives using electric vehicles.

Nurturing the existing landscape and enabling it to actively provide for the food and
recreational needs of the estate’s communities in a more proactive and symbiotic manner is
also a major driver of the emerging vision.

The team will be submitting its place-based vision to the Oxfordshire 2050 Plan in the
first stage of a long process that will involve extensive consultation with local planning
representatives, local residents and business owners.
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Roy Cox, Blenheim Estate Land Director, said:

“The strategy that the VeloCity team is developing with us has become even more relevant
and timely because of the challenging times we are currently living through. We believe this
is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to paint a canvas in a different way, which shows a
sustainable and better future for us all. It will help to strengthen our rural communities as

CONTINUES CLAIRECURTICE.CO.UK


http://www.clairecurtice.co.uk
mailto:mail@clairecurtice.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/y85q23nt

CLAIRE CURTICE PUBLICISTS C’

opposed to adding further congestion and sprawl to the urban centres. More importantly,
in getting this right we will be doing our part, enabling the local area to thrive and, in turn,
provide a blueprint for other rural areas to learn from.”

Sarah Featherstone, VeloCity, said:

“Working with Blenheim Estate Land and talking with local people in the area has shown

us that villages need to work together to tackle pressing issues around isolation, road
congestion and loss of local shops, pub and schools. Our strategy is a game-changer and
looks to link villages with new walking and cycling routes so that collectively they can grow
to a capacity that brings back important community facilities and reduces the need to travel
further afield by car, thereby making more sustainable places to live and work.”

Jennifer Ross, VeloCity, said:

“To achieve a zero carbon future by 2050 requires us to think differently about how we live
and work and move around, the design of our homes and the way in which services are
delivered. It requires creative and holistic thinking. Our VeloCity proposition and the way
we have applied our thinking to the estate of Blenheim and its surrounding villages will, we
envisage, provide an opportunity to enable rural communities to respond positively to the
environmental, social and economic issues we are all now experiencing.”

Judith Sykes, VeloCity, said:

“The last few months have really demonstrated what a different future could look like. We
have recognised the value of green spaces on our physical and mental wellbeing. Working
patterns have changed, streets have been given over to people and we are connecting more
with our local community. This is the essence of the VeloCity principles and we are excited
to be working with Blenheim Estate Land to demonstrate how they can be delivered to create
sustainable, healthy and inclusive rural communities on their estate.”

VeloCity is an all-female, multidisciplinary team of built environment professionals,
presenting a strategic vision that looks at how we can grow villages differently, by
disincentivising car use and making radical change to planning policies.

The team includes: architect Sarah Featherstone, director of Featherstone Young; strategist
Kay Hughes of Khaa; architect Petro Marko, cofounder of Marko & Placemakers; architect
Annalie Riches of Stirling Prize-winning Mikhail Riches; planning consultant Jennifer Ross;
and engineer Judith Sykes, Director of Expedition Engineering. They came together to
submit the winning entry for the 2017 competition launched by the National Infrastructure
Commission which sought inspirational visions for more sustainable development in the
Oxford to Cambridge growth corridor.

VeloCity has received awards internationally, including an honorary award at Making Cities
Livable in Ottawa, Canada (2018), the William Sutton Prize for Excellence in Social Housing
Design and Placemaking from Clarion Housing Group (2018) and an RIBA Research Fund
(2018) which culminated in a report, The Modern Day Picturesque, published March 2020
here.

The VeloCity manifesto, Growing Villages Differently, was exhibited at the 2019 Oslo
Triennale and can be downloaded here.

velocityplacemaking.co.uk
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Blenheim Estate Land

At Blenheim Estate Land we know that our land is precious and finite, but cared for properly
its benefits can be limitless. By adopting new methods of valuing our natural capital we

can view our land resources as part of an ecosystem. An ecosystem whose benefits extend
to the air we all breathe, the green transport solutions that connect our communities, the
physical and mental health we enjoy, and the quality of the food we consume. At the pinnacle
of our ambitions is the goal to become the first estate to demonstrate carbon-negative land
management. Always growing our legacy.

Blenheim Estate’s land strategy, launched in November 2019, covers five main areas:

- connecting communities with a network of paths and cycle routes to promote green
travel;

- sharing the health and wellbeing benefits of land with local communities;

- valuing natural capital to create new income streams;

- demonstrating the role of carbon-negative land management in tackling climate change;

- and forming partnerships with artisans and producers to start re-delivering economic
gain to the local area.

blenheimestate.com/land
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